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The Oregonians Supporting our Gulf Coast Neighbors mission has been a rich, sad, intense experience.  Over the course of the past week our group has visited oiled beaches and beautiful, fertile bayou habitats.  We have met with and interviewed environmentalists and BP managers, oil spill clean-up crews and fishermen, citizen heros and people on the verge of losing hope.  

I personally have fought back tears at the bird rehab center and let them flow freely on a spoiled beach.  I’ve felt the awesome responsibility of helping transport 122 endangered loggerhead turtle eggs from an oiled beach to safer grounds.  I’ve had a woman weep in my arms telling me she didn’t know what she would do if she had to leave her home town for good.  My heart has gone out to the fishermen who have been entrepreneurs their entire lives and now are now in jeopardy of losing their businesses.  

Our group is a diverse mix of people.  Few of us knew one another before this journey.  We have stayed in hostels and volunteer centers all across the Gulf Coast -- Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.  We have been up early and to bed late.  I am amazed at how well we’ve gotten along.
Some of the major take-aways for me at this point include:
· This is a truly rich and beautiful place.  The beaches of Mississippi and Alabama are incredible – wide, white, warm and lovely.  The amount of oily tar balls on some of them is very difficult to see.   
· Katrina remains right at the forefront for people in the Gulf.  It is still intensely evident in the landscape and urban areas and permeates people’s psyche.  Some are still so worn out from Katrina they just don’t have the capacity to address the oil spill.  

· There are many, many different perspectives and much contradictory information and our team will be listening, sorting and researching for a long time to come.  

· The degree to which BP has controlled the media and public access is incredible, much more sinister than I had expected.

My colleagues and I are continually writing about these and other issues.  One of my blog pieces is posted below.  Our terrific website has a lot of great content, updated every day:  www.pdx2gulfcoast.com.  We also have a project facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pdx2gulfcoast.  
Finally, I my participation in the mission was featured in the recent Portland Tribune.  You can find the article at:  http://www.portlandtribune.com/news/story_2nd.php?story_id=128156044369098400
The environmental, economic and social impacts of this catastrophe will be long-lasting; it is essential that we continue paying attention.  

Thank you,

Cylvia Hayes

